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Submissions for the Australia 2020 Summit  

The Rudd Government will convene an Australia 2020 Summit at Parliament House on 19-20 April 2008 to 
help shape a long term strategy for the nation’s future.  

The Summit will bring together some of the best and brightest brains from across the country to tackle the 
long term challenges confronting Australia’s future.   

Every Australian has the opportunity to make a submission to the Summit in one of the ten critical areas of 
discussion: 

1. Future directions for the Australian economy – including education, skills, training, science and 
innovation as part of the nation’s productivity agenda  

2. Economic infrastructure, the digital economy and the future of our cities  

3. Population, sustainability, climate change, and water  

4. Future directions for rural industries and rural communities  

5. A long-term national health strategy – including the challenges of preventative health, workforce 
planning and the ageing population  

6. Strengthening communities, supporting families and social inclusion  

7. Options for the future of indigenous Australia  

8. Towards a creative Australia: the future of the arts, film and design  

9. The future of Australian governance: renewed democracy, a more open government (including the 
role of the media), the structure of the Federation and the rights and responsibilities of citizens  

10. Australia’s future security and prosperity in a rapidly changing region and world. 

Submissions 

Contributing a submission to the Australia 2020 Summit is a way for all Australians to be involved in 
bringing the best ideas forward to address Australia’s long term challenges. 

All submissions will be made publicly available on this website and will be presented to the Australia 2020 
Summit participants to stimulate discussion and ideas about addressing our future challenges. 

Individuals, schools, groups, and organisations are invited to make submissions.  

Written submissions are limited to 500 words per topic and should focus on one of the ten identified areas. 
You may contribute a submission in one or more policy areas. 

Submissions will be collected by the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet, which is acting as a 
secretariat for the Australia 2020 Summit.  
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All submissions require a ‘name for publication’. This can be an individual, group or organisation. In 
addition to this, each submission is required to include a contact person, their name and details. These 
contact details will not be published. 

Your submission can play an important role in our national discussion about our future and facing 
Australia’s long term future challenges.  

What do I have to do to contribute a submission? 

If you would like to contribute a submission to the Australia 2020 Summit in Canberra on 19-20 April 
2008, complete this form and return it to the address below no later than  
5.00pm Wednesday 9 April 2008. 

Submissions can also be completed online through the Australia 2020 website at 
www.australia2020.gov.au. 

Before completing the form please read all the information provided on this page to assist in completing 
your submission. 

All submissions require a ‘name for publication’. This can be an individual, group or organisation. Your 
name will appear with your submission when they are published online. 

You will also be required to include contact details – your name, address, email address and a contact 
phone number. These details are collected in case we need to contact you in the lead up to or after the 
summit to discuss your ideas further. Your details will only be used for this purpose and will not be 
published.  

If you are making a submission as a group, please include the details of a contact person for your group. 

Completing the form  

The form requires you to complete your personal details and a ‘name for publication’. This may be your 
name or your group’s name. 

You will then be able to complete a submission for one or more of the topic areas. 

Each submission may be up to 500 words per topic to ensure that delegates are able to consider each of 
the submissions. If just one in every 1000 Australians comments on just one of the ten topic areas, each 
delegate may have to read more than one million words in the lead up to the Summit. Keeping your 
contribution concise will ensure that all submissions receive the attention and consideration they deserve. 

For this reason attachments, publications, photos and images may not be included in your submission, 
though you may make reference to any of these you consider useful, including by providing references to 
further material. 

Editorial guidelines 

Submissions will be published subject to editorial control that restricts any offensive material or material 
inappropriate for publication being made public. 

http://www.australia2020.gov.au/
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If you are hand writing your nomination, please be sure your writing is clear and legible to ensure your 
submission is able to be considered. 

Contacts 

Any enquiries regarding the Summit should be directed to: 

Australia 2020 Summit Secretariat 
Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet 
1 National Circuit 
BARTON ACT 2600 

Toll free number: 1800 703 599 (during business hours Eastern Standard Time) 

Privacy and confidentiality 

The Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet is committed to the protection of your privacy in 
accordance with the Federal Privacy Commissioner's Guidelines for Federal and ACT Government World 
Wide Websites. These guidelines outline the requirements for transparent collection, appropriate and 
ethical use and secure storage of personal information. 

The information you provide to the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet through the 2020 Summit 
submission form will be used for the purposes of the 2020 Summit only. 

Only your 'name for publication' and your submission will be provided to delegates for consideration in their 
deliberations of 19-20 April 2008, and in this way may be incorporated into the Summit Outcomes. 
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AUSTRALIAN 2020 SUMMIT 
SUBMISSION FORM 

Nominations must be received by 5.00pm Wednesday 9 April 2008 to the Department of the Prime 
Minister and Cabinet at: 

Australia 2020 Summit Secretariat 
Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet 
1 National Circuit 
BARTON ACT 2600 

Please Note: fields marked with an asterisk (*) are mandatory 

# denotes information that will be made publicly available 

PUBLICATION DETAILS # 

So that your submission can be published on the www.australia2020.gov.au website before the Summit, we 
need you to provide a 'Name for Publication' that you are happy to have appear with your submission. If you are 
submitting on behalf of a group, this may be your group’s name. 

Individual Name/Group Name for 
Publication on the website*  

CONTACT DETAILS 

We need to collect some personal details from you in case we need to contact you in the lead-up to or after the 
summit to discuss your ideas further. These details will only be used for this purpose. If you are making a group 
submission, please provide these details for one member of your group. 

INDIVDUAL OR GROUP CONTACT 

Title*  

First Name*  

Surname/Family Name*   

Age Groups* 
 Under 18  18-24  25-30  31-40  41-50 
 51-60  Over 61 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Phone  Mobile  

Email  

Address – Street*  

Suburb*  

State*  

Postcode*  

Country*  

 

http://www.australia2020.gov.au/
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SUMMIT TOPICS FOR SUBMISSIONS # (please limit comments to 500 words per topic) 

Future Directions for the Australian Economy - Education, skills, training, innovation and 
productivity 
The Australia 2020 Summit will examine: 

a. After a long period of sustained economic growth and with the added benefits of the global mining 
boom, how do we best invest the proceeds of this prosperity to lay the foundations for future 
economic growth  

b. How we best prepare for a global economy that will increasingly be based upon advanced skills, 
advanced technology, low carbon energy sources and integration with global supply chains  

c. How we take advantage of Australia’s proximity to the fast growing economies in the world  

d. How Australia attracts and retains the most talented, creative and highly skilled people, including 
researchers and scientists, entrepreneurs, and professional and skilled workers  

e. How we ensure that our children have the highest quality teachers, whether in early childhood, 
school, TAFE or university, including dealing with the crisis in maths and science related disciplines 
across the education system  

f. How we foster innovation in the workplace; encouraging the transfer of ideas across businesses and 
economies. 
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SUMMIT TOPICS FOR SUBMISSIONS # (please limit comments to 500 words per topic) 

Economic Infrastructure, the digital economy and the future of our cities 
The Australia 2020 Summit will examine ways to: 

a. Boost public and private investment in economic infrastructure 

b. Improve planning and coordination of infrastructure investment across different levels of government 
and the public and private sectors (including maximising the most efficient future design of our cities) 

c. Ensure that digital technologies are harnessed to improve consumer services, business productivity 
and the delivery of government services. 
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SUMMIT TOPICS FOR SUBMISSIONS # (please limit comments to 500 words per topic) 

Population, sustainability, climate change and water  
The Australia 2020 Summit will examine: 

a. How Australia develops a long term plan to adapt to the growing impacts of climate change on our 
environment  

b. How does Australia best plan for its long-term water and energy needs  

c. How we position Australia to become a global leader within the next decade in the new low carbon 
technologies and industries  

d. How do we plan future population growth at a national and regional level, given the constraints of 
water shortages and sustainability. 
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SUMMIT TOPICS FOR SUBMISSIONS # (please limit comments to 500 words per topic) 

Future directions for rural industries and rural communities 
The Australia 2020 Summit will examine: 

a. What rural industries are best positioned to take advantage of the global consumer markets of the 
21st century  

b. What options are possible for effective structural adjustment for rural industries and communities 
suffering the long term impact of climate change  

c. What is the most intelligent form of support the Government can provide to ensure the long term 
sustainability of rural and regional communities, including the fostering of the next generation of 
Australian farmers. 
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SUMMIT TOPICS FOR SUBMISSIONS # (please limit comments to 500 words per topic) 

A long-term national health strategy – including the challenges of preventative health, workforce 
planning and the ageing population 
The Australia 2020 Summit will examine: 

a. How we invest to help prevent chronic and acute health problems  

b. How we plan to ensure all Australians continue to have access to the very best of modern medical 
technology including pharmaceuticals  

c. How we meet the emerging regulatory challenges of modern medical technology  

d. The use of electronic infrastructure to facilitate efficient and effective patient care  

e. Strategies to preserve Australia’s internationally unique blend of public and private health services  

f. How Australia best plans for the future demands on our medical workforce. 
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SUMMIT TOPICS FOR SUBMISSIONS # (please limit comments to 500 words per topic) 

Strengthening communities, supporting families and social inclusion 
The Australia 2020 Summit will examine: 

a. How we provide practical support to families to combine the tasks of work, raising children and 
caring for ageing parents  

b. How we make a long term difference on homelessness  

c. How we better harness the goodwill and commitment of the Australian community through voluntary 
and community organisations and philanthropic endeavour 

d. How we build social capital within and between communities, particularly those that are cut off from 
the economic mainstream. 
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SUMMIT TOPICS FOR SUBMISSIONS # (please limit comments to 500 words per topic) 

Options for the future of indigenous Australia 
The Australia 2020 Summit will examine: 

a. How we forge a new partnership with between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australia to overcome 
disadvantage and provide practical pathways to the future  

b. The role of targeted programs and interventions such as the Northern Territory Intervention and the 
Cape York Welfare Reform Trials in achieving change in remote communities  

c. How we might promote economic development in remote Australia to provide Indigenous community 
members with the opportunity to be economically independent  

d. Improving access to mainstream programs by Indigenous Australians  

e. Promoting and preserving Indigenous culture, languages and traditions. 
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SUMMIT TOPICS FOR SUBMISSIONS # (please limit comments to 500 words per topic) 

Towards a creative Australia: the future of the arts, film and design 
The Australia 2020 Summit will examine: 

a. Future directions for Australia’s principal arts bodies  

b. Future directions for the ABC, SBS, Australia Television and Radio Australia  

c. How best to develop a globally innovative and competitive film industry  

d. How to encourage participation in emerging global industries such as game design, the internet 2.0, 
graphics-rich applications and animation  

e. How we build on the creative sector’s potential as a major Australian export industry. 
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SUMMIT TOPICS FOR SUBMISSIONS # (please limit comments to 500 words per topic) 

The future of Australian governance: renewed democracy, a more open government (including 
the role of the media), the structure of the Federation and the rights and responsibilities of 
citizens 
The Australia 2020 Summit will examine: 

a. How best to implement an effective an agenda of open government which best balances the 
legitimate requirements of the media and the confidentiality requirements of cabinet government in 
the Westminster system  

b. How best to engaged the community in government decision making  

c. What forms of Federation reform are appropriate for the future to maximise outcomes for the 
economy and the community  

d. How to ensure the future viability of local government operations and infrastructure provision. 
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SUMMIT TOPICS FOR SUBMISSIONS # (please limit comments to 500 words per topic) 

Australia’s future security and prosperity in a rapidly changing region and world. 
The Australia 2020 Summit will examine: 

a. How Australia best protects its national security interests in the face of an increasingly complex 
threat spectrum, including terrorism, bio-security and other threats to human security – as well as 
the adequacy of existing institutional arrangements for dealing with the threat spectrum into the 
future  

b. How Australia should maximise its cooperation with its long-standing ally the United States  

c. How Australia engages with China and India in the coming decades as both play an increasingly 
important economic and political role  

d. How Australia can make the greatest contribution both within and outside the framework of the 
United Nations in addressing the challenge of extreme poverty  

e. The long-term adequacy of Australia’s existing foreign language capabilities to meet increasingly 
complex challenges presented by the globalisation. 

 

 


	Submissions for the Australia 2020 Summit
	Submissions
	What do I have to do to contribute a submission?
	Completing the form
	Editorial guidelines
	Contacts
	Privacy and confidentiality

	AUSTRALIAN 2020 SUMMIT�SUBMISSION FORM
	PUBLICATION DETAILS #
	CONTACT DETAILS
	SUMMIT TOPICS FOR SUBMISSIONS # (please limit comments to 50



